[image: image1.png]Rapons | Torplote|

.N & Create aNew Report of ype: _
H W =

IEPES  NewChat  NewCiosstab

N

4 By

@| © Open the VisuaSORIBE Editor

[ € gpen anEsising Report

More Fles <
D:\sih.Ammgetistsop
Di\s vsqraz\Uniiled sar

Dtek e m i
D-vack \vsaA g sm =l




[image: image2.wmf]SAP R/3

BRIO Reporting

For SAP/R3

Production

Data

Applications

Business

APIs

Report

Server

browse

Extranet

Intranet

suppliers

customers

finance

logistics

manufacturing

sales

SAP

BAPIs

Custom

BAPIs

Report

Builder

Information

Portal

notify

subscribe

Brio Reporting for SAP R/3™

Effective operational reporting for SAP 

Brio Reporting for SAP R/3 was announced at the SAPPHIRE conference in May 1999. It enables operational reports and associated business intelligence to be created easily and quickly and then distributed to all decision-makers across the organization via the corporate Intranet. 

The whole process, from report request to report availability and global distribution can be accomplished in as little as a few minutes! So, not only are substantial time and cost savings possible, but you will be able to generate more value from your investment in SAP.

Leveraging SAP's Business API
SAP has developed a comprehensive set of BAPIs to enable organizations to access SAP data and applications from a business perspective. BAPIs form part of the SAP core system and reduce the need to rely on either labor-intensive ABAP programming or implement and manage additional meta-data layers to access SAP data.

SAP customers can take advantage of this API to identify relevant data and functions more easily and at a much lower cost than any other available method.

Brio Reporting for SAP R/3
Our solution provides general access to all BAPIs available now and in the future. Further more, this applies to those provided by SAP and to custom BAPIs developed by individual customers. 

The combination of high performance reporting and easy access to SAP data and functions provides a facility for the rapid development of reports that will provide real-time information and analysis.
Demonstration CD

The CD enclosed is a ScreenCam showing a real scenario as would be experienced by a report developer using our solution to create and deliver high quality reports across the organization. 

The report takes data from the Sales Distribution and Logistics modules and is published as a set of web pages, includes table of contents, page navigation and embedded interactive graphics for users who wish to analyze the data behind a report or create their own reports.

It lasts just 8 minutes ! and shows how easy it can be to:
· access data and functions in your SAP system without requiring additional meta-data

· create queries that span any number of modules or applications

· publish the same report in a number of different formats including web pages, PDF files, data extracts and data cubes for interactive analysis 

· associate templates with reports to deliver the standard ‘look and feel’

Before you run the ScreenCam, please ask yourself the following. How long would it take to?

· create a report that takes data from different modules

· publish this as web pages that include table of contents and page navigation, enables the data to be extracted with a single mouse click and deliver data cubes to the browser

· publish the same report as a PDF file for users who require high quality printing

· highlight exceptions in the report and provide links to detailed information about that data

· publish that report to all relevant decision-makers who required it, irrespective of their location

Using Brio Reporting for SAP R/3 – Highlights

In general, using Brio reporting for SAP R/3 involves the following steps:

· select a pre-defined report style

· logon to the SAP system using SAP’s own security process

· review and select the required BAPIs for the main query

· select and format fields to be used in the report

· provide field input parameters where necessary

· modify the default layout if required

· select BAPIs that will provide fields for the sub-queries and bind these to the main-query

· add charts and graphs as required and if necessary, configure these so that they are interactive

· publish the report to the Brio.Portal for instant access across the organization

Example scenario as shown on the Demonstration CD

   Sales analysis report, published to the Intranet with embedded data analysis functionality

   Time required:

approximately 10 minutes
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Select a report type

Report developers simply select from a range of predefined report formats or from customized templates that have been developed to reflect organizational wide styles and standards.

Predefined formats include listings, charts and crosstabs. Reports can also include interactive graphics and data export facilities.
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Logon to the SAP system

Brio Reporting for SAP R/3 integrates seamlessly with SAP authentication so that SAP R/3 data remains secure.

Further more, administrators do not need to perform any additional work in order to ensure security for SAP R/3 data.

Browse the available BAPIs
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Users are presented with a hierarchical view of SAP business objects. 

These provide a high level, business oriented view of data and functions in your SAP system. 

With all other methods, data and functions are normally accessed directly. It is this step that contributes significantly to the difficulty and cost of reporting from the SAP system.

Using meta-data layers does help to simplify data access but developers are required to maintain both the meta-data and reports that use the meta-data. 

BAPIs remove the need for this and provide consistency across different versions of SAP releases.
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Select BAPIs required from the Sales and Distribution module

Having selected the required SAP BAPI users then select the tables and columns that they want to see in their reports.

In this case, we have selected document master number, material code, short description, order transaction date, quantity, purchase number, price and order value.
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Enter or select any input parameters

For fields that require input parameters, users can access the list of values that are valid for that field ensuring that no incorrect codes are given.
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[image: image10.wmf]Modify the default layout provided

Brio Reporting for SAP R/3 provides a default report layout. This can, of course, be modified or enhanced. 

Each item on the report has its own set of properties which enable easy customization of the reports ‘look and feel’
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Add the sub-query

Brio Reporting for SAP R/3 simplifies the process of creating master-detail reports that require access to different modules or applications within the SAP system.
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In this scenario the report combines data in the Sales and Distribution module with data in the Logistics module. 

With Brio Reporting for SAP R/3 users construct sub-queries by selecting additional BAPIs and either manually or automatically bind these to the parent query.
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There is no limit to the number or depth of sub-queries that can be added to a report and the default layout for each sub-query can then be modified.

Adding Charts and Business Intelligence

Greater business value is obtained from reports when the data that is used to create the reports can be analyzed. 

With traditional, paper or even on-screen reports it is often necessary to refer back to the report originator in order to create yet another report that answers unexpected questions.

With Brio Reporting for SAP R/3, report developers can ensure that reports and data used to create them are delivered to target users or groups of users. The data can be delivered in spreadsheet or data cube format. This allows the users themselves to perform their own analysis once a report has been received.

This can be achieved with a few more mouse-clicks as follows.
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Adding charts and data analysis capability

Once a chart has been added to the report, developers have the option of empowering the report in order to deliver browser-based data analysis functionality along with the report. 

Charts in a report are empowered by setting chart properties so that the chart is presented to users as either a Java Applet or a Brio plugin. In both cases, users who receive the report can then switch to data analysis mode in which they can slice and dice or drill-up or down into the data.
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As users do not require any pre-loaded software, this feature of Brio Reporting for SAP R/3 can be used by anyone in the organization who has access to a web browser.

Customize the look and feel of the report

Once the main report has been defined, report developers can apply different styles to reports by selecting from a range of pre-defined templates.  
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The final result

The report depicted below is the result of a 10-minute process. 

Features of the report, which has been delivered as a set of web pages, include table of contents, page navigation, options for printing the report in PDF format, extracting the data to a spread-sheet or further analyzing the data in the web browser.
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Browser-based data analysis

Two data analysis options were selected during the report development process.

Option 1: the Java applet allows users to manipulate the data within the browser.

Option 2: the Brio plugin, also enables users to manipulate the data but in this case they can also create their own reports. 
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The key to effective real-time reporting for SAP R/3

Leveraging the SAP Business API (BAPI)

SAP has developed a comprehensive set of BAPIs to enable organizations to access SAP data and applications from a business perspective. BAPIs form part of the SAP core system and reduce the need to rely on either labor-intensive ABAP programming or implement and manage additional meta-data layers in order to access SAP data.

It means that IT and business users can take advantage of this API to identify relevant data and functions more easily and at a much lower cost than any other available method.

Brio Reporting for SAP R/3
Our solution provides general access to all BAPIs available now, and in the future. This applies to those provided by SAP and to custom BAPIs. 

This unique combination of high performance reporting and easy access to SAP data and function calls provides organizations with a facility for the rapid development of reports that will provide real-time information and analysis.

Brio’s complete solution for SAP R/3 components includes
· Brio.Report Builder, which provides an hierarchical, business oriented view of the BAPIs available and simplifies the process of linking these into the desired reports;
· Brio.Report Server, which allows IT to configure a real-time reporting solution to automatically publish reports and data to target users or groups via an Information Portal. The Report Server can also publish the same report in many different output formats including, web pages, pdf files, data extracts, csv files and multi-dimensional data-cubes for interactive analysis;
· Brio.Portal through which users access reports produced by the Report Server. Users can retrieve reports either by ‘pulling them’ out of the Portal or by subscribing to specific reports and then responding to notification that the required information is available. 
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Business benefits summarized

· rapid creation and delivery of real-time information and analysis across the organization
· reduced dependence on ABAP resources or other meta-data to access SAP data and functions
· reduction in the cost and complexity of creating, managing and delivering SAP information
· improved quality and functionality of reporting from the SAP environment
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